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exclaiming, * O God, is it possible ? 3 she fell into
my arms more dead than alive." The tension
was soon relieved by tears and by the arrival of
the King in his royal yacht who c; took me by the
handy calling me his i Deliverer and Preserver.5 5?
All this. Nelson retailed to Fanny, adding, " I
hope some day to have the pleasure of intro-
ducing you to Lady Hamilton ; she is one of the
very best women in this world. . . .
" She is an honour to her sex, and a proof that
a reputation may be regained. Her kindness,
with Sir William's, to me? is more than I can
express : I am in their house, and I may tell you
it required all the kindness of my friends to set
me up.'3
For the first few days he was desperately ill,
and only recovered from his wound and fever
through the care of the Hamiltons^ at whose
house he continued to stay. Wherever he went
in the town he was received with royal honours.
The climax was reached on his birthday, 2§th
September, when "eighty people dined at Sir
William Hamilton's : one thousand seven hun-
dred and forty came to a ball where eight hundred
supped." The whole dinner-service was marked
c* H. N* Glorious ist of August! "—all ribbons
and buttons bore Ms name, and a " Nelson and
Nile " verse was specially added to God Save the
King for the occasion. The King and Queen
of Naples constantly received him both privately
and in state, and Lady Hamilton made tours of
the city decked with Nelsonic emblems. Almost
as soon as the victory was announced and the
not yet arrived, she wrote : sc My dress
from head to foot is alia Nelson. . . . Even my

